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THE TENNESSEE STATE CAPTITOL
.. H88hvills, Davidson Counity, Tennesses

Gener: State of Temmessee

Dote of Ersciion: 1845 (bagun)

Arenltoes: Willism Stricklsand

Builcder: Mo record

Pressnt Condltion: Good

Humber of Stories: Three, and bascment

Mat pials of Construction: Limestone

Other Existing Recordg: See text

Additional Data: See following pages
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THE TENNESSER STATE CAPITOL
sshville, Davidson Csunty, Tennessee

HISTORY AND ARPFITTCTURM.

The Tennessee State Capitol is owned and occupied by the
3tate of Tennessee, possession waa taken by the 3tate Lepgie-
lature on October 7th 1843, The Lesiglsture accepted from
the citizens of Nashville the buildine site known as Camp-
bell's Mill, This property was purchased from &, . Camp-
bell for 130,000 and ea & result of this gift the building
site was moved from Fingston, Taennessee to Mashville.

0o January 30th 1844 an act was passed meking the first ap-

propriation of 310, 000 for the Capitel building, Jomnission-
ers were appointed and rroceeded to Ssecure the servieces of
architect Mr. Willism Stricklend of Philadelohia, Pe.

Excavation was begun on January lat 1845, on July 4th of this
sgme year the ground levels were reached and the corner atone
was laid amid ceremonies. The building was continued without
interruption until the death of Mr. Strickland,:ipril 7th 1854,
Funersl ceremonies were conducted in the Wall of Representa-
tives,and his body wss entombed in & recess in the walls of
the north baserment portico,whrere it remcins today. after the
desth of ¥r, Stricklend the work was completed by his son,lr.
Francis W. Strickland. The last stone of the towar was laild
July 2lst 1855 and the building completed with the completion
of the lower tervace on iflsrch 15th 1859,

The total cost of the improvements was upward of two and one
half mi!lions dollars.

A1l foundation #nd footing work is executed in brick, The
superatructure walls are of Tennessse limqwﬁtOne nf 8 slight-

ly Flemish grey tint with a slight sprinkling of foasil shells

and cloud~like markings, the exterior wells are gscgreat asa
aeven feet thick st the foundation and four ;and one-nalf feet
at the roof line, inner walls are from three feet thick to

_ethteen inches thick,all of solid limestone. all stone was

guarried within =a half mile of the build ing site and probably

- gaeccounts for some of the extreme dimensions used. There sre:

stone s recorded measuring eight feet wide and fourteen feet

'-long_SG perfectly are these stones executed that it is difw

ficult to find the joints. This stone, however, is weathering
fast and shows an inferior quality as oompa*ed with limestone
of other locetions.

The doors, window fremes, sash and all wood_work are of Tenne-
ssee osk, the main stairwaye are of stone, stairwaya in the
library and towers asre of cast-iron, the roof trusees are of
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The Tennessse State Capitol - continued

wrought-iron, flat sections with tin roof which replaced
the originsl copper rncf seversl years &20. '

. ll"L
The authority §oi" the above statensnts 4%, the or1o-1nal _
documen ts, comprising a fairly complets procegdure of the
building pzogr&m from beginning to end. ‘The documernts
can be reviewed by special permission from the State Lis -
brarian and archivist in the Capitol building in Neshville,

Bocrawved, W7 136

ED

DATA ROT G2URED K00 ST GUARART
~ BY LIBRARY GF GONGRESS



Addendum to

Tennessee State Capitol
Capitol Boulevard
Nashville

Davidson Coumty
Tennessee

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic American Buildings Survey
National Architectural and Engineering Record

PHOTOGRAPHS

National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240
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